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To "kaushik sengupta"<kaushik.sengupta@in.bureauveritas.com>,"anil jadhav"
<anil.jadhav@ecocert.com>,"imo"<imo@imocontrol.in>,"info"
<info@indocert.org>,"info"<info@laconindia.com>,"bobby"
<bobby@laconindia.com>,"info"<info@onecertinternational.com>,"sandeep"
<sandeep@onecertinternational.com>,"ghanendra sharma"
<ghanendra.sharma@sgs.com>,"Madhusudan Sharma"
<Madhusudan.Sharma@sgs.com>,"cuorganic"
<cuorganic@controlunion.com>,"spawar"<spawar@controlunion.com>,"info"
<info@usoca.org>,"rsoca admn"<rsoca.admn@gmail.com>,"iscopcbe"
<iscopcbe@gmail.com>,"aditi"<aditi@aditicert.net>,"cgcert"
<cgcert@gmail.com>,"tnocdcbe"<tnocdcbe@gmail.com>,"md mpsoca"
<md.mpsoca@gmail.com>,"ceoosoca"<ceoosoca@gmail.com>,"directorossca"
<directorossca@rediffmail.com>,"nocaindia"<nocaindia@gmail.com>,"nocaagro"
<nocaagro@gmail.com>,"cert fair"<cert.fair@gmail.com>,"dirgopca"
<dirgopca@gmail.com>,"upsoca org"<upsoca.org@gmail.com>,"ksocabng"
<ksocabng@gmail.com>,"chairman"<chairman@glocert.org>,"ceo"
<ceo@greencertindia.in>,"contactus"<contactus@greencertindia.in>,"tsscadir"
<tsscadir@gmail.com>,"sca patna"<sca.patna@rediffmail.com>,"mdcsa cg"
<mdcsa.cg@gmail.com>,"eccentricorganicpvtltd"
<eccentricorganicpvtltd@gmail.com>,"eopl"
<eopl@eccentricorganic.com>,"glazecorporateservicespvtltd"
<glazecorporateservicespvtltd@gmail.com>,"bindra"
<bindra@gsciservices.com>,"info"<info@agrolandgroup.com>,"krushicert"
<krushicert@gmail.com>,"prasad more"
<prasad.more@foodchainid.com>,"cdeulgaonkar"
<cdeulgaonkar@foodchainid.com>,"apsopcadir"<apsopcadir@gmail.com>,"tq"
<tq@tqcert.in>,"contact"<contact@getcert.co.in>,"sajan"<sajan@gcl-
intl.com>,"info"<info@snrms.org>,"atulpanditdr"
<atulpanditdr@gmail.com>,"brdc.npop"<brdc.npop@gmail.com>,"msocbinfo009"
<msocbinfo009@gmail.com>,"certification"<certification@balticcontrolindia.com>

Cc "Bushra Faridi"<asctelegal@apeda.gov.in>,"Abhinav Sharma"
<asctelegal3@apeda.gov.in>,"Kangkan Pandit"<kpandit@apeda.gov.in>,"Pawan
Bansod"<consorg@apeda.gov.in>,"Alok Singh"
<consorg4@apeda.gov.in>,"Surbhi Kharwal"<bdmorg@apeda.gov.in>

Dear Certification Bodies,

APEDA has received representations from organic exporters seeking clarification on
detection of heavy metals in organic products as organic products may contain varying
levels of certain Heavy Metals as naturally occurring contaminant. It has been brought
to our attention that interpretations are being made in the permissible level of Heavy
Metals in organic products certified under NPOP.

It may be noted that for products intended for domestic trade within the country, the
stakeholders may adhere to the provisions of the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) i.e., Food Safety and Standards (Contaminants, Toxins

9/16/25, 4:38 PM Heavy Metals in Organic Products certified under NPOP- compliance with FSSAI and importing country regulations on ML’s Re…

about:blank 1/2



and Residues) Regulations, 2011, which prescribe the regulatory limits for
contaminants including heavy metals in food products. It is to be ensured that
compliance with FSSAI Regulation is mandatory for marketing and distribution of
organic products within India.

For export consignments, it is reiterated that certification under the National Programme
for Organic Production (NPOP) does not exempt products from food safety regulations
of the importing country. Exporters need to be aware of the  relevant legislations of the
destination markets to ensure compliance with the Maximum Level set for Heavy
Metals, for the concerned product, by the importing country.

The Certification Bodies accredited under NPOP are required to take note the above for
compliance, while carrying out risk assessment and issuance of Transaction
Certificates.

Regards

डॉ शाश्वती बोस
Dr. (Mrs) Saswati Bose
महाप्रबंधक
General Manager
एपीडा
APEDA
Agricultural & Processed Food products Export Development Authority
3rd Floor, NCUI Building 3, Siri Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg, (Opp. Asiad
Village),
New Delhi - 110 016, India
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